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President Speech Abuja March 2020 PDC&E
Mr. Chairman, Special Guest of Honours  Guest of honours, Members, Professional colleagues, Exhibitors, Participants, general public and Members of Press. 

Thank you to each and every one of you for being here with us today. American Society of Safety Professional Nigeria Chapter is very pleased to be able to welcome those of you that have been with us for a long time now as well as those who are new to the Association.

I welcome you all to our 7TH Professional Development conference Abuja 2020 holding at NAF Conference Centre, 496 Ahmadu Bello Way, Garki 2, Abuja. March 19 - 21, at NAF Centre Theme “Productivity and Profitability Matrices in HSE System” and hope that we all will connect the dots and understand true meaning of the phrase Productivity and Profitability goes hand in hand with Safety in relation to our today state of economy.

COVID-19 turning pandemic. World Health Organization (WHO) just recently confirming COVID-19 (Coronavirus) a pandemic and restrictions on international travels has not been a deterrent or shop stopper but an opportunity for Nigeria to show how resilience we are as a country to tackle challenges. We were force to think outside the box for our preconference trainings and identified qualified Nigerians that handled sessions professionally and found alternative through evolving technology to have our foreign speakers present their keynote addresses.

Nigerians should be rest assured that the Government has been strengthening our country preparedness since the first confirmation of cases in China. All the resources made available by the State and the Federal Government to respond to this case.
Nigeria successfully managed Ebola, manage outbreaks all the time, and is currently managing Lassa fever. Today 5 reported COVID-19 cases (both primary and secondary) associated with our index case have tested negative. 3 currently isolated and taking treatment.
During this period of heightened awareness over the coronavirus outbreak (COVID-19), the American Society of Safety Professionals Nigeria Chapter (ASSP NC) is committed to ensuring the safety and health of all attendees at this event like in conjunction with World Health Organisation (WHO) and Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) guideline.

We are working with event planner and facility management teams of venue to ensure that participants are screened (Temperature monitoring) before allowed into venue. (Infrared thermometers and hand sanitizers procured for starters) Increasing the availability of hand sanitizers and more frequently cleaning and disinfecting common areas.

If anyone observed a sick participant, please inform nearest usher or medic in attendance to protect our OSH family and event participants. I encourage all to be Safety and Situation Awareness conscious.

Prevention, early detection and prompt response to infectious disease outbreaks are key to our success in containing what is in front of world and us today.
American Society of Safety Professionals (ASSP) Nigeria Chapter is deeply saddened at the tragic loss of lives and sufferings that Nigerian has been experiencing because of Petroum Petroleum pipeline vandalisation, Petroleum pipeline fire, Liquefied Petroleum Gas explosion, Tanker spill/fire incidents, buildings collapse and floods.
American Society of Safety Professionals, Nigeria Chapter wish to extend our deepest condolence to the Governor of Lagos State, families that lost their beloved ones and those injured due to Sunday’s explosion which occurred at Abule Ado, Trade Fair axis of Lagos State on Sunday, March 15, 2020.
ASSP offer heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of those who have been killed, injured, maimed and loss livelihood and deep sympathy to all whose lives have been affected across Nigeria in similar incidents in the past. 

We commend the emergency services, firefighters, The Red Cross for their prompt response, Nigeria National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) , Lagos Safety Commission  and public for giving free passage to responders.

ASSP is encouraging Nigerians and all to learn from tragic occurrences and understand that all accidents are preventable. We offer to serve in ongoing investigation invited.

I look forward to a very interactive and new learning experience too all participant and value for money experience that will encourage more participation better funding/sponsorship of ASSP Nigeria events in future and invitation to partner in Safety advocacy from industry Stakeholder, Government Agencies and Parastetals, Private sector and Public. (E.g. Schools, National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), Federal Road Safety Commission, Ministry of labour and Productivity, Media houses, NNPC plus subsidiaries etc.)  Making Nigeria a safer and healthier place for all

Conference will provide a forum for occupational safety and health (OSH) professionals to continue to work with businesses, employers, employees, regulators, legislators and public at all levels to increase workplace safety and off the job safety for all — an initiative of which we won’t tire until every worker returns home safe through:

• Strengthening the skill set of SH&E professionals and emerging professionals

• Data analysis to help show the value & need for safety Management

• Engagement in the discourse of identifying emerging SH&E challenges

• “Selling Safety” to both sides of Safety balance - The Business / Human
Today, when many families are operating with very little free time, family resources maybe stretched to the breaking point. Every person who leaves for work in the morning should expect to return home at night in good health. People opening new business should conduct business risk assessment before venturing to ensure compliance with law, regulation, proper siting, safety and life serving equipment in place and personnel trained to ensure success. 

I look forward to a new Safety regime where Government and individual conduct Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) before embarking on suppose developmental project or opening new business. Most importantly encourage Nigerians to learn from incident and respect Safety rules and Regulations.

A safe worker (on/off the job) and workplace is good business. A safe organization has a positive reputation and high employee morale, both of which improve an organization’s Productivity and Profitability. (Country/State economy at the end of the day)

Giving back to Nigeria as a country, Akwa Ibom State, Obot Akara Local Government area, the profession and Safety community is the driving force behind my volunteer leadership with ASSP Nigeria Chapter. I find it to be a core value, and I am dedicated to supporting and advancing opportunities for members and Public as we work together to grow the value of the profession and a Safer society beyond this PDC&E conference.

I hope through this Conference to create and maintain a new relationship with you as we journey together (Strength is in numbers) for a Safer OSH future for Nigeria and world at large. More membership and ambassadors of Safety, new emerging Safety Professionals, volunteers to serve and support ASSP NC programs and activities. 

Remember Safety starts with YOU. Stay Safe and have a good time in Abuja with ASSP NC.
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